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1. Purpose. This regulation provides guidance for including
Environnmental Quality (EQ neasures in Corps of Engineers water
resource devel opnent pl ans.

2. Applicability. This regulation is aﬁplicable to all OCE
el ements and field operating activities having Cvil Wrks
responsibilities.
3. References.

a. PL 89-72

b. ER 1105-2-10

c. ER 1105-2-200

4. Backgr ound.

a. The role of the Corps of Engineers in the devel opnent of
wat er and rel ated | and resources has gradual |y broadened over the
past century. Starting with the deveIoPnent of navigation on the
M ssissippi River in 1824, the Corps role has grown to enconpass,
anong ot hers, flood control, beach erosion control and hurricane
protection, hydroelectric power, recreation, water supply, water
quality, fish and wildlife and | owfl ow augnentation. Laws,
executi1ve orders, and national policies pronulgated in the past
decade require that the quality of the environment be protected
and, where possible, enhanced as the nation grows. As a result,
the Federal role in EQ including the Corps, has continued to
broaden. Bal ancing econom ¢ and environnental interests is a
maj or requirement to be considered in the planning of all Corps
proj ects.
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b. Enhancenent of the environnent is an objective of Federal
wat er resource prograns to be considered in the planning, design,
construction, and operation and mai ntenance of projects.
Qpportunities for enhancenent of the environnment are sought
t hrough each of the above phases of project devel opnent.

Specific considerations may include, but are not limted to,
actions to preserve or enhance critical habitat for fish and
wldlife; maintain or enhance water quality; inprove streanflow
preservation and restoration of certain cultural resources, and
the preservation or creation of wetl ands.

c. The 1105-2-200 series of Engineer Regul ati ons descri be
the procedures to be followed in devel opi ng water resource plans.
These procedures require the establishnent of planning objectives
(general |y enconpassi ng a conbi nati on of National Econom c
Devel opment (NED) and EQ out puts), and evaluation of alternative
pl ans to neet those objectives to differing degrees. Wth
respect to the recomendati on of neasures for Corps
i npl ementati on, ER 1105-2-200 states that, "If the selected plan
or a portion thereof is not within existing Corps inplenentation
authority, but is responsive to the planning objectives
established for the study, the reporting officer may reconmend
Federal (Corps) participation.” The ER further states that the
basis for and extent of such participation is to be specified,

i ncluding the precedent setting aspects of the recommendati on,
and further, that such reconmendations are to be coordi nated

t hrough DAEN- CWP before conmtnents are nmade to states or |oca
interests. This regulation expands upon that policy andprovides
operational policies and criteria which will allowthe field to
recomrend aut horization for inplenentation of certain EQ

neasur es.

5. Policy and Procedure. The follow ng policies and procedures
set forth criteria to be applied in determ ning when EQ neasures
may be reconmmended for inplenmentation by the Corps.

a. Policy.

(1) Achievenent of Specified, Study Authority Pl anning
Cbj ectives. Recommended plans nust include neasures for
acconpl i shnent of the prinmary purposes authorized by Congress.

ﬁ2) Rel ati onship of EQ Measures to a Corps Water Resource
Devel opnment. Measures proposed for EQ nust enhance, preserve or
restore the environnent of the study area. EQ opportunities
created as a result of neeting study authority purposes should be
pursued and, as appropriate, included in plans for Corps

I npl ementation. |n addition, the recommended plan nay
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al so include separable EQ neasures to neet established pl anning
obj ectives. Such separable EQ neasures for Corps inplenentation
nust be related to, or take advantage of, opportunities created
by a water resource devel opnent to be recommended for

i npl enentation by the Corps of Engineers.

3) Justification. Recommended plans nust be justified on
the basis that conbined beneficial NED and EQ effects outweigh
conbi ned adverse NED and EQ effects.

4) Cost Sharing. Sone features of plans required to foster
EQ objectives in the Corps of Engineers program have wel |l -defined
| aws or policies which establish cost sharing requirenents. For
i nstance, PL 89-72, as anended, defines cost sharing requirenents
for fish and wldlife enhancenent. However, there are other
features which may not be defined by law or policy. |In those
i nstances, cost sharing will be based on an anal ogy with
establ i shed cost sharing policies or other simlar Federal
prograns as described in the Catal og of Federal Donestic
Assi stance. Cost sharing for EQ neasures for which the Corps has
no standard policy will be approved by HQDA (DAEN-CWP-E, C or W
WASH DC 20314, prior to proposing cost sharing to |oca
i nterests.

b. Procedures for Approval.

(1) Wthout Advance OCE Approval. The reporting officer may
recommend separabl e EQ neasures that satisfy any one of the
followng criteria:

ﬁa) | npl enmented on | ands required for the water resource
devel opnent ;

(b) Required to conplete or nore fully devel op proposed EQ
measures partly on lands, including mtigation |ands, required
for the water resource devel opnent;

_ (c) More cost effective to inplenment or manage when directly
integrated with the inplenentati on or managenent of the water
resource devel opnent.

(2) Wth Advance Approval. Oher separable EQ neasures may
be recomended with advance approval of the Director of Cvil
Wor ks through the intensive nmanagenent program (ER 1105-2-10).
The appropriateness for including such neasures wll be based
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upon a consideration of factors which may include, but are not
lTmted to:

(a) Level of significance of the EQ resource.
(b) Proximty to the proposed water resource devel opnent.
(c) Acceptability and support for Corps inplenentation.

(d) Certainty of the pending |oss or significant degradation
of the EQ resource in the absence of inplenenting the proposed EQ
neasure.

(e) Relationship of the EQ neasures to inplenenting the
proposed water resources devel opnent.

(f) Relationship of the EQ neasures to assi gned m ssions of
ot her agencies and the capability for tinely inplenentation by
t hese agenci es.

(g) Cost effectiveness.

6. QO her Agencies EQ Measures. The selected plan may include EQ
measures not proposed for Corps inplenentation, but to be
acconpl i shed through other Federal prograns or by |ocal

interests. Planning reports including such neasures will discuss
how t hey woul d i npact on the recommended plan, and how t hey nmay
be inplenmented by the appropriate Federal agency or the | ocal
interests. However, inplenmentation of such neasures will not be
requi red as | ocal cooperation for the works proposed for Corps

i npl enent ati on.
FORREST T. GAY, /I

FOR THE CH EF OF ENG NEERS:
Col onel, Corps of Engineers

Executive Director, Engineer Staff




